[Four cases of latent aortic aneurysm--preoperative screening of aortic pathology is necessary for elderly patients].
We report four cases of latent aortic aneurysm revealed by contrast computed tomography (CT) before operations. The incidence of aortic diseases has not been publicized in Japan. However, the report of autopsies demonstrated that the elderly has a high incidence of aortic aneurysm and aortic dissection. Preoperative screening of aortic disease is necessary for elderly patients in order to perform appropriate perioperative managements. At present, contrast CT is the most reliable method for rapid detection of the complicated aortic disease.